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ADA 1990     “No otherwise qualified handicapped individual in the United States shall solely on the basis of his handicap, be excluded from the participation, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any program or activity receiving federal financial assistance.”    1973 FL section 504 of rehabilitation act. 

Iceland almost 100 % eradication other countries aren't lagging too far behind in Down syndrome termination rates. According to the most recent data available, the United States has an estimated termination rate for Down syndrome of 67 percent (1995-2011); in France it's 77 percent (2015); and Denmark, 98 percent (2015). The law in Iceland permits abortion after 16 weeks if the fetus has a deformity 

Pope Francis -- Yet, at the cultural level, through a prevailing false understanding of life, expressions that harm the dignity of these persons still persist.
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BEYOND INCLUSION. --  to recognize why people with disabilities BELONG

What does being in the image of God tell us about the nature of being human?  AQUINAS 
What is man and how has he come to be?  (Summa I75-89)

All of scripture, and tradition. -  tells us about human origin and our divinely given status and stature.   And destiny.  

..intellect/reason and free will /.     But for Thomas God’s image is man’s natural aptitude for understanding and loving God.  (by nature, by grace and by glory). --non-qualitatively applies to all human beings.  We cannot be more or less human.

It is not capacity based.   But grounded in the nature /the essence of our nature.  

The image is given—the likeness is lived.  

Human being are created to be the image of GOD. Living the life one has…is to be in the image of God.

People with profound disabilities (any disability) are not less a person.  Recognizably persons in their essence-in the condition they live their lives. 

Noticing and affirming the personhood of the person with disability is KEY… all else follows.   

( Disordered way of measuring what is essential.).   Autonomy and Power	


“...when disabled
persons are mentally
impaired or when their
sensory or intellectual
capacity is damaged,
they are fully human
beings and possess
the sacred and
inalienable rights
that belong to every

creature. Indeed
human beings,
independently of the
conditions in which they
live or of what they are
able to express, have a
unique dignity and
special value from the
very beginning of their
life until the moment of
natural death.”

(Pope John Paul I,
January 5, 2004)

Theological and Anthropological Perspective

“We believe that each of us is
willed, each of us is loved, each of
us is necessary.”

(Pope Benedict XVI, Homily, April 24, 2005)

"A person with disabilities, in order to build
himself or herself up, needs not only to exist
but also to belong to a community,"” he said. "I
pray that each person may feel the paternal
gaze of God, who affirms their full dignity and
the unconditional value of their life."

(Pope Francis, Dec. 3, 2019)
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Jp ii Fully Human beings /  Sacred rights.    


®

Theological and Anthronological Perspective

Temptation to a false
idolatry of strength,
control, comfort and
perfectly functioning
bodies.

|dolatry of autonomy

and physical perfection
can seep into our
understanding of human
good, happiness and what
it means to be Christian.

THUS erronesusty

the ordinary
vulnerability, frailty,
and dependencies of
our bodies

are not accepted as
part of what it means

to be a human
being.
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In our time,
Christians are faced with the temptation to accept a false story about what it means to be a
human being. Throughout western culture, and in some corners of Christianity, an ideology of
autonomy is promoted that makes an idol out of strength, control, comfort, and perfectly
functioning bodies. 

It’s generally presumed, in western culture, that a fully human and
flourishing life means freedom from need, freedom from limits, freedom from history, and
freedom from nature.

We’re all familiar with the ways this modern ideology of autonomy is manifest in the social
sphere: the lives of inconvenient persons are snuffed out, the poor are exploited, the weak are
abused, persons with abnormal or atypical bodies are excluded, and common goods are misused  for
individual profit. When strength and independence are idolized, the ordinary
vulnerability, frailty, and dependencies of our bodies are not accepted as part of what it means to
be a human being. 
Rather, vulnerability and dependency are defects, evidence of a corrupt or
unfulfilled existence. When this picture of physical perfection is our idol, the “normal” human
being is not impaired or infirm, deaf, blind, or injured—rather, “normal humanity,” “natural
humanity” is a splendid and imaginary ideal of carnal/bodily perfection, proportion, agility, and physical
beauty.
The connection between that cultural ideology and sacramental catechesis is in the theological.  



A Catholic
Theological and Anthropological Perspective

Human beings
1EVEER I E]
and corporeal
unity

The vulnerability
and dependency of
our bodies Is
consistent with our
specific
Affirmation of the place in the good

goodness of the order of God’s
human body creation.
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My vulnerability, your vulnerability… My dependency…your dependency… My limitations,
your limitations… These are not a primordial curse, these are gifts. According to St Thomas
Aquinas and Pope John Paul II, the vulnerability and dependency of our bodies was not caused
by original sin; rather, the wound of original sin put our natural vulnerability and dependency in
a state of disorder.   Pope Francis -- vulnerability is intrinsic to the essential nature of humankind.

We all were made in the image of God and we are all GOOD.  
There is no such thing as a disembodied, cultureless, “normal Church ministry, catechesis or liturgy,” free from context, community, and history. Being Church…
 ministry, liturgy the way we go about formation means that we need to pay attention to and adjust to the ordinary limitations,
vulnerabilities, and dependencies of the people in our parish communities. 
The Good News of
Jesus Christ always meets us in our particular circumstances, through the evangelical witness of
particular persons. Jesus always comes to us with skin on—a body that is vulnerable, limited,
wounded, and dependent.   
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GCSPD was developed by Committee on Divine Worship of the USCCB --- approved June 2017 meeting. 


www.usccb.org/committees/divine-worship/policies/guidelines-sacraments-persons-
with-disabilities
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The Church continues to affirm the dignity of every human being, and to grow in knowledge and
understanding of the gifts and needs of her members who live with disabilities. Likewise, the
Church recognizes that every parish community includes members with disabilities, and
earnestly desires their active participation. All members of the Body of Christ are uniguely called

by God by virtue of their Baptism. In light of this call, the Church seeks to support all in their -




Thegrae of the Sacraments
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Some fundamental premises.
Dignity of every human person
Every parish community includes persons with disabilities and earnestly desires their active participation. 
All by virtue of their baptism , members of the Body of Christ are uniquely called  to holiness
Catholics adults and children with disabilities and their families earnestly desire full and meaningful participation in the sacramental life of the church.     NOT JUST FIRST reception.
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This statement first appeared in the Pastoral Statement of the Bishops – page 1.   A very powerful statement we as a Church have not yet fully realized.  Yet this is what we should be working toward. 


®)

Preface:
Why the need for the Guidelines?

* Pastoral inconsistencies

o Misunderstand nature of disability
o Application of Church law

o Fear, misunderstanding and
unfamiliarity

o Real or perceived limitations of
available resources

* People denied (no access to) the
sacraments

* Uncertainty on how to respond pastorally
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Distinct and overlapping causes
 Nature of Disability  -- not looking at the persons as a person (the other) 
These objectives in view and the desire to meet the spiritual , sacramental, pastoral needs of persons with disabilities.
Respond to the concerns of individuals, families, advocates, clergy and pastoral ministers
Calls upon Church theological tradition, ritual books, canon law, and pastoral experience with persons with disabilities.
The Guidelines do not cover every conceivable situation but present general principles.


POPE FRANCIS   The community must not lack the words and above all the gestures for encountering and welcoming people with disabilities. 




»
General Principals

2. Catholics with disabilities have the right to
participate in the sacraments

3. Full access should be the goal of each

4. The local parish is the center of the N |
Christian experience for most Catholics. . =%
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These general principals are key… if we can grasp and work toward each of these… we will 
1. The divine image of human beings and the universal call to holiness of the baptized. 

2 Catholics with disabilities have the right to participate in the sacraments as fully as other members of the ecclesial community. (CIC,835,4)

3. Parish Sacramental celebrations should be accessible. Parish ministers should not presume to know the access needs of persons with disabilities. Full access should be the goal of each parish and an ordinary part of liturgical life.  

4. The local parish is the center of the Christian experience for most Catholics. Every effort should be made to provide for Catholics with disabilities within the parish boundaries.    (not separate Church …responsibility of all.)



General Principals

5. Pastors are responsible to provide
evangelization, catechetical formation
etc.

6. Participation in all levels of pastoral
ministry — use their gift

7. Attitudes and a parish culture of
inclusion of all God’s people

8. Difficult situations may be
encountered; and establishment of /\
appropriate policies which respect the’,
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Pastors are responsible to provide evangelization, catechetical formation and sacramental preparation for persons with disabilities. CIC 777  Integration into the ordinary programs not segregated is the norm as the nature of the catechetical process is that is adapted for each of the faithful. 

*NEW6.    Persons with disabilities should be encouraged to participate in all levels of pastoral ministry that are available and for which they are qualified. Like others, Catholics with disabilities are not only recipients of the Gospel, but are also called to proclaim it and to be witnesses to its truth. 

7. Pastoral ministers are encouraged to foster attitudes and a parish culture of inclusion of all God’s people. All parishioners have a role in the welcome and inclusion of persons with disabilities.   ( More than physical access.)

8.  Difficult situations may be encountered, and diocese are encouraged to establish appropriate policies which respect the rights of individuals and ensure evaluation and recourse.


General Principles

(e Y 2017 REVISION, #3
1995 ORIGINAL VERSION, #3 Parish sacramental

Parish sacramental celebrations celebrations should be
should be accessible...While full accessible...Full
aCCGSg:bi;itv may not all\fllavs be accessibility should be
possible for every parish, it is :
desirable that at least one fully th%%ﬁal fordeve{ytparlsh,
accessible community be an €5€ adaptations
available in a given area. are to be an ordinary
Parishes may, in fact, decide to part of the liturgical life
collaborate in the provision of of the parish.

services to persons with

disabilities.
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Look at some significant additions.  These reflect a fuller understanding of what we are called to do and be as God’s people. 


General Principles

1995 VERSION, #5 2017 REVISION, #5
. . ...adapted for some parishioners
..Parish catechetical and with disabilities, though, as much

sacramental preparation
programs may need to be
adapted for some

as possible, persons with
disabilities should be integrated
oarishioners with into the ordinary programs. They
disabilities. Further, should not be segregated for
parishes should encourage ~ SPecialized catechesis unless their
persons with disabilities to disabilities make it impossible for

participate in all levels of them to participate in the basic
pastoral ministry (e.g., as catechetical program. Even in
care ministers, catechists, those cases, participation in
etc.) parish life is encouraged in all

ways possible.
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The NDC and GDC /  Integration into the ordinary programs not segregated is the norm as the nature of the catechetical process is that is adapted for each of the faithful. 


General Principles

2017 Revision, new paragraph #6

Having received the sacraments, which
“contribute in the greatest way to
establish, strengthen, and manifest
ecclesiastical communion,” persons with
disabilities, like all other parishioners,
should be encouraged to participate in all
levels of pastoral ministry that are
available and for which they are
qgualified....Like others, Catholics with
disabilities are not only recipients of the
Gospel, but are also called to proclaim it
and to be witnesses to its truth.




Baptism

*The Church, made present in the local community, has an
important role to play in the Baptism of all of its members.
Before and after the celebration of the sacrament, the
baptized have the right to the love and help of the
community. (10)

*Disability, of itself, is never a reason for deferring
Baptism. Persons who lack the use of reason are to be
baptized provided at least one parent or guardian
consents to it. (11)
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Presentation Notes
CIC cc 868,1 and 852

Pope Francis  --    To the extent that one is accepted and loved, included in the community and supported in looking to the future with confidence, the true path of life evolves and one experiences enduring happiness.



Baptism

2017 REVISION, #11

*Parents who receive a prenatal diagnosis of a life-threatening
condition should receive the support they need to assure
that their child will be baptized “without delay.” Indeed,
priests, deacons, and other pastoral ministers should provide
spiritual and emotional support to families who have
received any difficult prenatal diagnosis and offer on-going
support before and after the birth of a child, with special
concern in the event of the death of a child.

SUPPORT MINISTRIES:
*  BE NOT AFRAID (NATIONAL)

* LILY’S GIFT (ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA)



Baptism

1995 VERSION, #12

If the person to be 2017 REVISION, #13

baptized is of * ...Adults and children of catechetical age with

catechetical age, disabilities should be welcomed into all stages and

the Rite of rites of the initiation process.

Christian Initiation * If the catechumen is of catechetical age, the rites

may be adapted may be adapted according to need. In these cases,

according to need. catechesis for persons with disabilities must be
adapted in content and method to their particular
situations.

* Like others, adults and children of
catechetical age with disabilities should
normally receive the Sacraments of
Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist in a



®
Confirmation

* Parents, those who care for persons with
disabilities, and shepherds of souls—
especially pastors—are to see to it that
the faithful who have been baptized
receive the formation needed for the
Sacrament of Confirmation and
approach it at the appropriate time. (16)

*Persons who because of intellectual or developmental
disabilities may never attain the use of reason can
receive the Sacrament of Confirmation and should be
encouraged either directly or, if necessary, through
their parents. It is important that they receive the
pastoral guidance needed, along with the welcome and

embrace of the whole community of faith. (18)
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Parents and pastoral workers --- seek out those who did not have access to the sacrament of confirmation. 


Confirmation Rrevision 2017

| . °To the degree possible, those with disabilities

4y should be included along with others during
the preparation and celebration of the
sacrament. At times, pastoral need may
necessitate an accommodated setting and a
simpler manner. (18)

*“When those with disabilities who are already baptized
Christians desire to become Catholic, they should
participate in the Rite of Reception of Baptized Christians
into the Full Communion of the Catholic Church, which
normally includes the reception of the Sacraments of
Confirmation and Eucharist.”(20)

- 0 00 0000000000000
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Life sharing story….   See the Lady.  Visit the ladies house on Sunday.  


Eucharist

* The criterion for reception of Holy Communion is the
same for persons with intellectual and developmental
disabilities as for all persons, namely, that the person be
able to “distinguish the body of Christ from ordinary
food,” even if this recognition is evidenced through
manner, gesture, or reverential silence rather than
verbally. (22)

Previondly in HZ0 same language.
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Previously # 20  -- no change in this


Eucharist

* Pastors are encouraged to consult with
parents, those who take the place of
parents, diocesan personnel involved
with disability issues, psychologists,
religious educators, and other experts in
making their judgment. (22)

* If it is determined that a parishioner who is disabled is
not ready to receive the sacrament, great care is to be
taken in explaining the reasons for this decision. Cases of
doubt should be resolved in favor of the right of the
Catholic to receive the sacrament. The existence of a
disability is not considered in and of itself as disqualifying

a person from receiving Holy Communion. (22)
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NO CHANGE  22:   Consultation   
Cannot receive:   utmost care.   Case of doubt in favor of the right of the individual to receive.   

The administration of the Most Holy Eucharist to children requires that they have sufficient knowledge and careful preparation so that they understand the mystery of Christ according to their capacity and are able to receive the body of Christ with faith and devotion. (CIC 913 §1)

Canon 212 § 2 which recognizes the faithful's "right to make known their needs, especially spiritual ones, and their desires to the pastors of the Church."
 
Even standing alone, these two canons are clear affirmations of the faithful's rights in regard to accessing the sacraments. But when these same provisions are read in the light of Canon 18 (which calls for the narrow interpretation of any Church rules restricting the faithful's exercise of their rights) it is easy to see that a significant presumption in favor of the faithful's rights to sacramental participation is being established very early in Church law.

Can. 18 Laws which establish a penalty, restrict the free exercise of rights, or contain an exception from the law are subject to strict interpretation.



»
E UC h d rl St (new issues in the revision)

Given the paramount significance of the
Eucharist in the lives of the faithful, and in light of
medical and technological advancements that
affect Catholics with disabilities, new questions
have arisen regarding the reception of Holy
Communion, and circumstances that were once
rare have even become relatively common.

Clergy and extraordinary ministers of Holy

_ - * New issues
Communion are encouraged to become familiar
_ S addressed:
with the needs of their parishioners. In many + Feeding tubes (24)
instances, simple accommaodations can be very e Gluten intolerance
helpful, and should be embraced by all at the (25)
parish level. (23) * Advanced Alzheimers

or other age-related

A
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ADDED    picture of boy who had sensory difficulties and swallowing issues related to texture.   

sensory processing disorder.  SPD does cause significant swallowing problems that would make a child resistant or have an aversion to some textures such as the host.   Actually there are two parts to these aversions usually 1. The sensory aversion and 2. Actually lacking the motor skill to actually efficiently swallow.  Both can cause gagging and vomiting.  There are strategies to overcome some food aversions. 

Desensitize….. Practice with unconsecrated hosts, beginning with a small piece.  


Eucharist

Feeding Tubes (24)

* The norm of receiving through
the mouth remains the same for
those who otherwise use a feeding tube for sustenance,
and Holy Communion is not to be administered through
a feeding tube. For these communicants it will
commonly be possible to place one or a few drops of
the Precious Blood on the tongue. ...consult with

* ..the full presence of Christ and his sanctifying
grace are found in even the smallest piece of the
consecrated host or in a mere drop of the
consecrated wine. (24)
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For these communicants it will commonly be possible to place one or a few drops of the Precious Blood on the tongue. Clergy and pastoral ministers are encouraged to use these guidelines and consult with physicians, family members, and other experts on a case-by-case basis, to determine how those who use feeding tubes may avail themselves of the abundant fruits of Holy Communion. Specialized instruction for extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion is to be provided as required.

Document – Norms for the Distribution and Reception of Holy Communion under Both Kinds in the Dioceses of the United States of America 
54. The Precious Blood may not be reserved, except for giving Communion to someone who is sick. Only sick people who are unable to receive Communion under the form of bread may receive it under the form of wine alone at the discretion of the Priest. If not consecrated at a Mass in the presence of the sick person, the Blood of the Lord is kept in a properly covered vessel and is placed in the tabernacle after Communion. The Precious Blood should be carried to the sick in a vessel that is closed in such a way as to eliminate all danger of spilling. If some of the Precious Blood remains after the sick person has received Communion, it should be consumed by the minister, who should also see to it that the vessel is properly purified.
GIRM, no. 287. general instruction of the Roman Missall


9/9-9--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------9/6+6.



Eucharist Gluten Intolerance (25)

The following accommodations can be made for those who with Celiac
Sprue Disease and other gluten intolerances:

* The opportunity to receive a small fragment of a regular
host.

* Options to receive a low-gluten host or to receive under
the form of wine alone.

* In the event of intolerance to gluten and wine, mustum

may also be an option, with the approval of the local
ordinary.

Clergy and extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion must be aware of
the possibility of cross contamination in these circumstances
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..the chalice given to a person with gluten intolerance should not contain a particle of the host, and low-gluten altar breads should never be intermingled with regular altar breads.
As people may feel self-conscious at the prospect of needing special arrangements for the reception of Holy Communion, pastoral sensitivity in this area is particularly important.

54. The Precious Blood may not be reserved, except for giving Communion to someone who is sick. Only sick people who are unable to receive Communion under the form of bread may receive it under the form of wine alone at the discretion of the Priest. If not consecrated at a Mass in the presence of the sick person, the Blood of the Lord is kept in a properly covered vessel and is placed in the tabernacle after Communion. The Precious Blood should be carried to the sick in a vessel that is closed in such a way as to eliminate all danger of spilling. If some of the Precious Blood remains after the sick person has received Communion, it should be consumed by the minister, who should also see to it that the vessel is properly purified.
GIRM, no. 287.



®
Eucharist

Alzheimers or age-related dementias (26) ™

- When baptized Catholics -
who have been regular communicants develop
advanced Alzheimer’s or age-related dementias,
there is to be a presumption in favor of the
individual’s ability to distinguish between Holy

Communion and regular food. Holy communion should

continue to be offered as long as possible, and ministers are called to carry
out their ministry with a special patience.

°If swallowing becomes particularly difficult, decisions regarding the
continued reception of Holy Communion may have to be faced.

* This pastoral decision is to be made on a case-by-case basis, in
consultation with the individual, those in consultation with those closest
to him or her.
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Completely NEW


®
Reconciliation

Only those who have the use of reason are capable of committing
mortal sin. Nevertheless, even young children and persons with
intellectual disabilities often are conscious of committing acts that
are sinful to some degree and may experience a sense of guilt and
SOrrow.
As long as the individual is capable of having a sense of
contrition for having committed sin, even if he or she cannot
describe the sin precisely in words, the person may receive
sacramental absolution.

Those with profound intellectual disabilities, who cannot
experience even minimal contrition, may be invited to
participate in penitential services with the rest of the

community to the extent of their ability. (23 of original document,
revision 28)
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Intellectual disability

Use of reason -- he term "use of reason" appears in the Code of Canon Law 17 times,


Reconciliation

* As long as the individual is capable of having a
sense of contrition for having committed sin, even
if he or she cannot describe the sin precisely in
words, the person may receive sacramental
absolution. (28)

* Those with profound intellectual disabilities, who
cannot experience even minimal contrition, may
be invited to participate in penitential services
with the rest of the community to the extent of
their ability. (28)
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28 previously in #23    (seemingly no agency, or showing a sense of reason)


=
Reconciliation - Those who have

minimal verbal communication (29)

* Inthe case of individuals who are nonverbal or have
minimal verbal communication ability, sorrow for sin
is to be accepted even if this repentance is expressed
through some gesture rather than verbally.

* Catholics with significant communication disorders
may be permitted to make their confessions using
the communication system with which they are most
fluent.

* Individuals preparing for the sacrament are to be
taught to be as independent as possible in the use of
their communication system to allow for the norm of
private reception of the sacrament.

* Confessors are encouraged to work with families and individuals to familiarize
themselves with various alternative communication options to ensure that all who
desire to celebrate this sacrament may do so, provided that the seal of confession is

properly safeguarded.
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More precise language and in some detail. 
Private reception of the Sacrament

Some gesture of sorrow.   Use of communication system for individual confession.  


®

Reconciliation

Catholics who are deaf (30)

e Catholics who are deaf should have

the opportunity to confess to a priest able

to communicate with them in sign language, if sign language is their

primary means of communication. They may also confess Through

an approved sign language interpreter of their choice.*

 When neither a priest with signing skills nor a sign language
interpreter is available, Catholics who are deaf should be
permitted to make their confession in writing or through the use
of an appropriate portable electronic communication device
that can be passed back and forth between the penitent and
confessor.

* The written or digital materials are to be returned to the penitent
and properly destroyed or deleted.
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Prevously #24

*The interpreter has the obligation to observe secrecy. (modified language from 1995)

Can. 990 No one is forbidden to confess through an interpreter, provided however that abuse and scandal are avoided, and without prejudice to the provision of can. 983 §2.



Reconciliation

...every effort should be made to
ensure that penitents who are
wheelchair users have access to
both face-to-face and private
confessionals, with due regard for
the right of the priest to insist on

confession behind a fixed screen.
(31)
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NEW


Anointing of the Sick

* Since disability does not necessarily indicate an illness, Catholics
with disabilities should receive the Anointing of the Sick on the
same basis and under the same circumstances as any other
member of the Christian faithful. (34) grexousty 25

* ... may be conferred if the recipient has sufficient use of reason
to be strengthened by the sacrament or if the sick person has
lost the use of reason and would have asked for the sacrament
while in control of his or her faculties.

* |f there is doubt as to whether the sick person has attained
the use of reason, the sacrament is to be conferred. (35)

previonsly 29
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Can. 1005 This sacrament is to be administered in a case of doubt whether the sick person has attained the use of reason, is dangerously ill, or is dead.


Holy Orders

* The existence of a physical disability is
not considered in and of itself as

disqualifying a person from Holy Orders.
(37)
* Cases are to be decided on an
individual basis...

...candidates for ordination must possess s
the necessary spiritual, physical, human, vy
moral, intellectual, emotional, and
psychological qualities and abilities to
fulfill the ministerial functions of the
order they receive. (37)
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Holy Orders

* Diocesan vocations offices and offices for ministry with persons
with disabilities should provide counseling, informational
resources, and reasonable accommodations for men with
disabilities who are discerning a vocation to serve the Church
through one of the ordained ministries. (38)

e ...diocesan bishop or major superior is to see to it that the
formation of all students in the seminary_ includes awareness of
and experience with persons with disabilities. Formation
personnel should consult with persons with disabilities, parents,
psychologists, religious educators, and other experts in the
adaptation of programs for ministerial formation related to
disabilities. (39)

* Indeed, these Guidelines might even be part of the course of
studies in seminaries and in ongoing formation of the clergy.

37
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Holy Orders

Some men with disabilities already serve
the Church as bishops, priests, or
deacons. Clergy who have or acquire a
disability are to have access to
resources and accommodations
that will aid them in continuing
in their ministry. (40)

Revised 2017




Marriage

* Pastors of souls should make the necessary
provisions to ensure the inclusion of
persons with disabilities in marriage
preparation programs. (43)

* Couples with intellectual or developmental disabilities who believe
they are called to the vocation of married life are encouraged to
seek counsel by discussing the Sacrament of Matrimony with their
families and pastors.

e Valid Consent: use of reason, free of grave lack of discretion;
mental capacity to assume the essential obligations.
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For matrimonial consent to be valid, it is necessary that the contracting parties possess a sufficient use of reason; that they be free of any grave lack of discretion affecting their judgment about the rights and duties to which they are committing themselves; and that they have the mental capacity to assume the essential obligations of the married state.
Pastoral and other clergy are to decide cases on an individual basis and in light of pastoral judgment based upon consultation… (44)

It should be noted, moreover, that paraplegia does not always imply impotence, nor the permanence of such a condition, and it is not in itself an impediment. In case of doubt with regard to impotence, marriage may not be impeded.54


Marriage

A physical disability, in and of itself, does not necessarily
constitute an impediment to marriage...paraplegia does
not always imply impotence, nor the permanence of
such a condition, and it is not in itself an impediment.

* In case of doubt with regard to impotence, f

marriage may not be impeded. (44)

express their matrimonial consent in sign language...Likewise,
those who are nonverbal or have minimal verbal communication
ability should be offered the opportunity to express their
matrimonial consent using the communication system with which

Catholics who are deaf are to be offered the opportunitiy to R ; o
1)
they are most fluent. (45)

p \
As people live longer, more will experience loss of mental and
physical capabilities, including Alzheimer’s and other age-related § 0 2
dementias. The faith community must minister both to the spouse N

whose body or mind begins to fail and also to the spouse who
becomes the caregiver. (46)
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Not only the priest or deacon witnessing the marriage must understand the consent, but the two witnesses to it. 
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Conclusion

1995 ORIGINAL VERSION,
(CLOSING PARAGRAPH)

2017 REVISION, CONCLUSION

These guidelines are presented to
all who are involved in pastoral
ministry with persons with
disabilities. They reaffirm the
determination expressed by the
bishops of the United States on
the tenth anniversary of the
pastoral statement on persons
with disabilities “to promote
accessibility of mind and heart, so
that all persons with disabilities
may be welcomed at worship and
at every level of service as full
members of the Body of Christ.”

These guidelines are presented to all
who are involved in liturgical,
pastoral, and catechetical ministry.
All persons with disabilities have
gifts to contribute to the whole
Church. When persons with
disabilities are embraced and
welcomed, and invited to participate
fully in all aspects of parish
community life, the Body of Christ is
more complete. The Church owes
persons with disabilities her best
efforts in order to ensure that they
are able to hear the Gospel of Christ,
receive the sacraments, and grow in
their faith in the fullest and richest
manner possible.
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NCPD National Catholic Partnership on Disabilities — www.ncpd.org
NCOD National Catholic Office for the Deaf - www.ncod.org

B NICE Network of Inclusive Catholic Educators — www.ipi.udayton.edu

B NAMI National Alliance on Mental lliness - www.nami.org

e Local Resources

— Archdiocesan Disabilities Resources

— State and Local Associations and
Agencies

— Parents/Guardians
— Professionals in your parish and area



http://www.ncpd.org/
http://www.ncod.org/
http://www.ipi.udayton.edu/

Case
Studies
Analysis

and
Reporiing
15 Minutes

Discuss assigned
Case Studies

View
Response Chart

Key points

Case Studies 1-7

Theological Considerations

Canonical Considerations

Pastoral & Practical Considerations

Case Study

1. Read the Case Study quietly and reflect
2. Discuss with your group the 3 areas of consideration

Wrap Up

A spokes person will briefly summarize key considerations
for each case study.
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agement

on Disability

Accompanying each member of the Body of Christ in a time of crisis

The Institute for Human Ecology

Many thanks to Archbishop Joseph Kurtz for his wonderful reflection 11.12.20 on the
theological significance of disability in the Body of Christ.

Thanks also to Deacon Steve Kaneb (Catholic U Trustee), J.D. Flynn (CNA),

and Dr. Miguel Romero (Salve Regina U) for introducing Archbishop Kurtz

and for leading the question and answer period. The video of Archbishop Kurtz's lecture
and the discussion following is now available on our website
(https://ihe.catholic.edu/.../a-theological-engagement-on.../) and YouTube channel
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZgNtnjVuhPA) .

This event was cosponsored by the Institute for Human Ecology and the

National Catholic Partnership on Disability — NCPD.

Close-captioning and ASL interpretation were a part of this event.



https://www.facebook.com/cuahumanecology/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWZ1hUfQSV6mQV6Z4cmvxCws3IqW6W5XHUHrknS4g6JXFbyspwsK3Q7kI9jiIexrUP0Gv2nK2969QEiYJWvNwkzWEEUgCSfu1WoIgeJFeslOC5Gm-OtMhW_qiNp4xzNeuyjxXWb9An9wDsvZUS3NaKBTLtNvOMkgg-mbn8ecd2B9w&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/CatholicNewsAgency/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWZ1hUfQSV6mQV6Z4cmvxCws3IqW6W5XHUHrknS4g6JXFbyspwsK3Q7kI9jiIexrUP0Gv2nK2969QEiYJWvNwkzWEEUgCSfu1WoIgeJFeslOC5Gm-OtMhW_qiNp4xzNeuyjxXWb9An9wDsvZUS3NaKBTLtNvOMkgg-mbn8ecd2B9w&__tn__=kK-y-R
https://ihe.catholic.edu/photos_and_video/a-theological-engagement-on-disability-accompanying-each-member-of-the-body-of-christ-in-a-time-of-crisis/?fbclid=IwAR0UG8xIYctbmkckXmWZfCxF0Dws_n7gWZ4254NEYLk4FnnS8_j3sMbbD0o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZqNtnjVuhPA
https://www.facebook.com/NCPD.org/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWZ1hUfQSV6mQV6Z4cmvxCws3IqW6W5XHUHrknS4g6JXFbyspwsK3Q7kI9jiIexrUP0Gv2nK2969QEiYJWvNwkzWEEUgCSfu1WoIgeJFeslOC5Gm-OtMhW_qiNp4xzNeuyjxXWb9An9wDsvZUS3NaKBTLtNvOMkgg-mbn8ecd2B9w&__tn__=kK-y-R
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZqNtnjVuhPA
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