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Parish Contacts /Advocates

Who is a Parish Advocate?
üThe Parish Contact acts on behalf of persons 

with disabilities to ensure that all are invited to 

share in the life of the parish.

üThe contact serves as liaison between 

persons with disabilities and their parish and 

between the parish and the Archdiocesan 

Office for Persons with Disabilities.
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Individuals with Disabilities  Categories of 

Disability Under IDEA  /Diagnostic and Statistical Manualof Mental Disorders (DSM-5)                                     

AUTISM
1 in 59  or 1.7 % of the children

(1 in 38 boys/ 1 in 152 girls)
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Intellectual 

Disability
Formally called MR. 

1.5 %- 2.5%

Roughly 1 in  50

Traumatic 

Brain Injury
Ages 0-4 and  15-19 most at risk

In the fall of 2011, nearly 26,000 school-aged 

children ïSpecial Ed for TBI

Psychiatric Disability 

Mental Illness
Behavioral Health

1 in 5 Children ages 9 to 17

1 in 4 adults  (26%)

1 in 17 (6%) Serious Disorder
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Children with Disabilities - IDEA

Â The student must meet one of the 13 disability categories defined by the Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act, 2004 (IDEA).

Â The student must need special education; that is, the child requires specifically designed 

instruction to receive educational benefits

13 categories are:

Á Autism

Á Traumatic brain injury

Á Other health impairment

Á Specific learning 

disability

Á Deafness

Á Deaf-blindness

Á Multiple disabilities

ÁIntellectual Disability (ID formally MR)

ÁHearing impairment 

ÁSpeech/language impairment

ÁVisual impairment / Blind

ÁEmotional disturbance

ÁOrthopedic impairment

http://idea.ed.gov/
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Fabulous coworker and volunteers

Â Deaf Ministry ÂOPD
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Deaf Ministry /Deaf Apostolate

ÂFostering faith and the full access into the life 

of the Church for the Catholic Deaf 

Community.
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OPD /Office for Persons with Disabilities

Â The Department serves as a pastoral resource for 

parishes, institutions, families and individuals in 

providing access and welcome to persons with 

disabilities.

ÂAbout 18 -20 % or about 1 in 5 of our Catholic 

parishioners live with a disability.   
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Physical Accessibility of Churches

Â206 of our 216 Parishes have Accessible 

Churches.- (95%)

ÂIn 1991 when the office was formed less than 

50% of Church buildings were accessible. 

Â

http://archphila.org/parish_access/church/

p. 118 of the Directory

Â

http://archphila.org/parish_access/church/
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Liturgies & Special Events

Â Annual Archdiocesan Mass for Persons with 

Disabilities

Â Parish Masses of Inclusion 

Â Collaboration with the Office 

of Divine Worship

Â Access Issues for Archdiocesan Celebrations / Events
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Faith Formation

Â Collaboration with the Office for Catechetical Formation 

Â Assist with DRE Orientation related to PREP /Children 

with disabilities

Â Serve as a resource for materials and best practices with 

children with disabilities
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Intellectual Disabilities and Autism 
HELP-LINE

A Collaboration with 

Â Catholic Social Services / Developmental Programs

ÂOCE-Schools for Special Education

ÂOffice for Persons with Disabilities


