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Sacramental Guidelines ς

A Brief History



Approved by the U.S. bishops:

Guidelines for the

Celebration of the Sacraments 

with Persons with Disabilities

October 1995

Revised June 2017
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Why the need for the Guidelines?
ÅPastoral inconsistencies
ÁFrom Revision Preface:

oMisunderstand nature of disability* 
oChurch law ςhow apply?
oFear, unfamiliarity
oReal or perceived limitations of available resources

ÅPeople denied the sacraments

ÅUncertainty on how to respond pastorally

4



Why the need for a Revision?
ÅContinuing pastoral inconsistencies (as referenced in Revision Preface)

ÅPeople continuing to be denied the sacraments

ÅClergy and pastoral leaders continuing to be uncertain on how to respond 
pastorally

ÅNew issues arising
ÅUse of technology

ÅUse of feeding tubes

ÅCeliac disease and other gluten intolerance

ÅAlzheimer's

ÅPrenatal diagnosis

ÅEvolving understanding of disability and pastoral support
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Overview of Disability and Ministry Trends



DisabilitiesΧ
Disabilities are the normal, anticipated outcomes of the risks, 

stresses and strains of the living process.
(NCPDτMary Jane Owen)

In other words, 
disabilities are a normal 

part of life, touching 
everyone regardless of 
age, race, or culture.
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hƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛƴ ŦƛǾŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΧ
20% of all Catholics

Over 14 million Catholics with disabilities in the U.S.
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1 family in 3 is touched by disability



1 family in 4
is touched 
by mental 

illness 
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Statement  of Belonging

The Church acknowledges that all persons belongby virtue of their baptism and that 
disability is an ordinary part of life. From this follows the responsibilityof each parish to 

acknowledge the inherent dignity of each person and to provide accessand full 
integration to individuals with disabilities. 

Therefore, each parish is called to provide access into all aspects of the communal life of 
the Church, engaging in relationshipand offering appropriate supports. 

Thus each person is able to achieve the fullest measure of personal participation, 
belonging, serving, and flourishingas part of the Body of Christ.

National Catholic Partnership on Disability (NCPD) November 2016



wŜŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΧ

ΧEven today!
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