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By reason of their Baptism, all Catholics are equal in dig
In the sight of God and have the same divine calling.

(Guidelines for Celebrating the Sacraments wit Persons with Disabilities 1995 / Canon 213)

F

The parish is the door to participation for individuals with disabilities,
and it is the responsibility of the pastor and lay leaders to make sure
that this door is always open. (1978 USCCB Pastoral Stat

All baptized person with disabilities have a right to adequate
catechesis and deserve the means to develop a relationship with God.
(2005 NDC 9:3rd paragrap




he Call of the Church

N\

oe.all |11 fe has | S LI B

weakest and most

masterpieces of G

Image, destined to live forever, and

deserving of the utmost reverence a
respect.

oé. we need to b
|l sol ati on and st
people living with autism.




ADAPTIVE FindingG()d LOYOLAPRESS.

A JESUIT MINISTRY




What is a Welcoming Parish?
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Sources for Help

A Welcoming People with Disabilities so All May
Encounter Christ. on ncpd.org

A Open Hearts Award i provides funding so Church
members can fully participate in worship
wWww.pathways.org

A Loyola Press Opening Doors Award www.ncpd.org

A Local chapters of Knights of Columbus
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http://ncpd.org/node/1572
http://www.pathways.org/
http://www.ncpd.org/

What is a Welcoming Parish?

A One with a commitment to not only
welcome, but include all parishioners.

A One that provides access for full
participation in all aspects of parish life:
sacramental, catechetical, social,
ministerial, and community service.

A Regularly-scheduled Mass that is adapted
for worshippers who may need
accommodations.

__JNe.
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Models of Inclusion

In Faith Formation

Every parish should seek out its parishioners with cognitive, emotional,

and physical disabilities, support them with love and concern, and

ensure that they have ready access to a catechetical program suited to
_and abilities. (NDC 61:B,1, 2nd paragraph)
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If the participation of persons with disabilities and
their families is to be real and meaningful, the parish
must prepare itself to receive them (1978 Pastoral Statement #19)

A Seek and prepare volunteers.

A Include in Registration Announcements

Our Parish Religious Education Program (PREP)
provides classes for children of all abilities.
Children with developmental, intellectual, sensory,
physical or behavioral disabilities are welcome and -\ ‘
encouraged to attend weekly (PREP) classes.

A Gather Information - CIF
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http://opdarchphilly.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/PREPannouncement5.2016wpd.pdf
http://opdarchphilly.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/PREPChildInformationForm10.14fillable.pdf

At Home

The child
works at home
with parents
and family.

One-on-One

The child works
one-on-one with
a catechist, a
teen faith
mentor, or a
parent.

Group Program
for Children
with Special
Needs

A group of children,
all with special
needs, works with a
catechist or group
of catechists.

soartive FindinglGod

Part -Time Adapted
Group Catechesis in
Typical Classroom

The child spends part of
the time in a typical
classroom (often with a
teen faith mentor, parent,
or assistant catechist) and
the rest of the time in a
one-on-one setting or a
group program for children
with special needs.

Full-Time Adapted
Group Catechesis in
Typical Classroom

The child receives
catechesis in a typical
classroom with a level of
support that works best
for him or her, such as
A lesson adaptations for
the child or the whole
class
A teen faith mentor,
parent, or assistant
catechist working with
the class or child
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How We Explain a
One-on-One Setting

A One-on-One Setting might look like this:

A PARISH-BASED APPROACH

Parent HOW TO
Discussion group Welcom€,
participant and
at-home support . Include, AND
' \ Catechize

. Children with Autism

Pastor and Other Special Needs

Keeper of parish
vision, advocates and

provides support ‘

;

Catechist and Teen
Faith Mentor
One-on-one instructor

\
\

Program
Coordinator
Program logistics, LAWRENCE R. SUTTON, PH.D.
management,
catechist support
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How We Explain the
Adapted Group Setting
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